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Speech by H.E. Mr Serge Telle, Minister of State
1st World Humanitarian Summit
Istanbul, 23 May 2016
 For a number of years, Monaco, at the behest of H.S.H. Prince Albert II, has opted to pursue a policy of solidarity and responsibility.
With its unique features as a small nation which is fundamentally open to the world, the Principality is and will continue to be committed to addressing the major challenges of this century, and particularly humanitarian action.
The country provides financial support to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA): all organisations whose role is to promote, coordinate and implement humanitarian action on the ground.
But humanitarian action cannot replace the need to prevent conflicts. It must not distract us from seeking political and economic solutions. For it is not sufficient to stop the violence; it provides, to its credit and the credit of all those who contribute to it, a response to immediate suffering and poverty in the world.
The long-term solution which we need to put in place is the one that you are proposing, 
Mr Secretary-General: we need to invest, constantly and under all circumstances, in Humanity. We need to invest in the views of children, who, throughout the world, are calling on us to oppose the violence that they experience. But wars are not the only threats facing Humanity and requiring humanitarian intervention.
If we wish to put an end to this mad dash towards the abyss, we need to promote a more global model, one which would focus the same degree of attention on conflict prevention and environmental preservation. For violence committed by humans against humans is part of the same rationale that results in violence by humankind against nature.
Taking action to save the environment while seeking to prevent conflict is thus about working in favour of peace and humanity, particularly on behalf of the weakest and most vulnerable groups.
This conviction is at the heart of the action taken by Monaco and H.S.H. Prince Albert II. It guides our policy at every level.
We have reached a turning point. We now have first-hand knowledge of the conflicts which are developing across the globe and a clear understanding of the environmental dangers which threaten us. All of these require a coordinated, responsible and effective humanitarian response.
But beyond addressing immediate humanitarian needs, we must search for the power to avoid these conflicts and dangers. This power is the will to take action. It is what you have called for, 
Mr Secretary-General, with respect for the law which exists beyond selfishness and national interests.
This will must be shared by all, and this Summit will be a step towards this goal. In one, two or ten years, we will be able to ask: what have we done since Istanbul?


